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The cooler weather 
has arrived, and I’m 
happy to be in Buffalo 
to enjoy the fall season 
in all its leafy splendor. 
One quick look in the 

rearview: our attendance surged this summer! 
We averaged 56 visitors per day in July and 62 
in August, which represents a 40% increase over 
2015. At the time of writing, we’re averaging 
over 100 visitors per day in September and we 
hope this trend continues through the end of 
October. Our staff and volunteers deserve the 
strongest accolades for their commitment to the 
visitor experience.

We thank Mark Yetter for helping to run 
the Midsummer Night’s Adventure and 
Engineering for Kids for stepping in to organize 
and really neat hands-on special event. We also 
thank our astronomers – Ernie, Jim, and Rich 
– for their commitment to stargazing despite 
uncooperative weather.

Be on the lookout for the following emails:
•  A ballot. Our society needs to elect new 

directors each year, and we’ll ask our 
members to vote in this election. This 
should arrive in November. No lawn signs, 
we promise.

• New Penn Dixie t-shirts for sale!

•  Something from MemberPlanet. We’re 
transitioning to a new member database, 
which has many benefits. We’ll ask you to 
update your contact information, and in 
the future you will be able to renew your 
membership through this portal. Members 
without email addresses won’t be affected by 
the transition.

•  Updates regarding field trips, partnerships, 
and additional membership benefits.

If you haven’t received an email from us 
recently, please contact me (phil@penndixie.
org) and we’ll get things fixed. If you’re not into 
the whole email thing, that’s okay – we can mail 
you a ballot. Just call 716-627-4560 and leave 
your name and address.

Finally, please consider attending and/
or making a donation towards our Annual 
Fundraiser Dinner and Auction on November 
3rd. We’ve made many strides in 2016 and your 
support helps us to develop new programming, 
supports summer employment for area students, 
and builds a stronger Penn Dixie.

See you at Earth Science Day!

Phil
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With summer is finally over, I am very excited 
to be welcoming our fall groups to the site. 
Speaking of groups, my October calendar is 
filling up quickly!  This includes school groups 
during the week and birthday parties/scouting 
events on the weekends.  

If you are looking for something to do this 
fall, please consider volunteering. Penn Dixie 
is always in need of volunteers, especially 
ones that are interested in helping with school 
groups. Our programs now mainly consist of a 
2 hour fossil program in the morning and an 
hour nature program following lunch. I need 
volunteers to help identify the fossils found by 
the kids and help with the overall crowd control 
that comes along with large school groups. If 
fossils aren’t really your thing, no worries! I am 
also looking for volunteers to lead or assist with 
our afternoon nature programs. Guides will help 
small groups with tree and flower identification, 
wildlife habitats, food webs and just the overall 
nature that surrounds. Some of the schools that 
visit our site consist of kids who have never seen 
a grasshopper, toad, or even dug in the dirt.

I would like to thank everyone who came out 
this summer and now currently this fall to help 
out with all of our group tours and festivals. Your 
hard work and dedication to our organization is 
greatly appreciated by not only me, but by the 
rest of the staff as well.  

On a personal note: Many of you may 
remember that I finally married my best friend 
this past June. Well, we are now very excited to 
announce that we are welcoming a new baby 
into our family this coming March!

Happy fossil hunting!

Sarah 
Director of Education

Dig into 
Membership!
BENEFITS INCLUDE:

1.  Support conservation of the 
Penn Dixie Site, a 54-acre 
preserve in Blasdell, NY

2.  Unlimited free admission 
to the #1 fossil park in the 
U.S., science lectures, and for 
most special programs and 
astronomy nights

3.  Discount admission to 
Children’s Summer Camps, 
Dig with the Experts, and the 
Summer Nature Cruise

4.  Receive The Penn Dixie 
Chronicle newsletter

5.  Receive Penn Dixie eNews 
updates

6.  Merchandise and partner 
discounts – see our website for 
the latest info

7.  Support the science education 
efforts of the Hamburg 
Natural History Society, a 
501(c)(3) charitable nonprofit

Membership Categories:
• Student (K-12 or College): 
 1-year $25 • 2-year $35

• Senior (65 & up): 
 1-year $25 • 2-year $35

• Individual  
 1-year $30 • 2-year $45

• Family (2 adults and all 
 household children): 
 1-year $45 • 2-year $70

• Grandparents (2 grand- 
 parents and 5 grandchildren): 
 1-year $50 • 2-year $85

• Associate (includes fossil set):  
 $80/year

• Corporate (includes fossil set  
 and guided tour for 10): $100/year

• Patron (includes fossil set and  
 guided tour for 10): $100/year

JOIN ONLINE AT
penndixie.org

 Complete an application at the site, 
or call 716-627-4560 to request a 

paper application via mail.

Constellation: Vulpecula “The Fox”
by Rich Switzer

Myth: None. This is a 
modern constellation, 
formed in 1690 by 
astronomer Johannes 
Hevelius.

What to view: Only 
one notable deep-
sky object, M27: 
The Dumbbell 
Nebula. The sphere 
of gas is brighter 
on the outsides of 
this nebula, thus 
making it look like a 
dumbbell. It is about 
980 light years away 
and seven degrees 
southeast of the star 
Vul 13 (not labeled) 
in Vulpecula.

Image caption: The night sky looking East, mid-September around 8 pm.

Educator’s Note



Saturday, October 8 • 9 am - 4 pm 
19th Annual WNY Earth Science Day      
Penn Dixie’s annual – and biggest – FREE program 
is back! Learn about our home, Earth, in an outdoors 
and family-friendly setting. Watch earth scientists as 
they exhibit and demonstrate various aspects of their 
profession. View drill rigs and watch a demonstration 
on rock coring and drilling operations. Sunspots and 
solar flares will also be visible through our telescopes 
along with fossil collecting and a variety of other 
activities. And, enjoy delicious tacos from Lloyd! 
Fossil collecting is $9 for adults, $7 for children, and 
FREE for members.

Saturday, October 8 • 6 pm 
Venus, Saturn, Mars, and the Fall 
Constellations
Our final astronomy program of 2016! Telescopes 
will focus on: Venus low on the western horizon at 
sunset; Saturn low in the west; Mars; the waxing 
crescent moon; the famous Double open star cluster 
NGC 869-84 in Perseus; (ET) open star cluster 
NGC 457 in Cassiopeia constellation; the bright 
star Capella with its flashing colors rising in the east 
around 9 PM; and the Draconid Meteors. $4 for 
non-members, FREE for members.

Monday, October 10 • 11 am - 5 pm 
First Responder Appreciation
In honor of Erie County’s men and women of 
service, Penn Dixie welcomes all first responders 
for a day of hands-on science fun at no charge. The 
site will not be open to the public on this day. Our 
program will commence with a flag ceremony at 11 
am. Anderson’s food truck will be on hand to vend 
its lunch menu. Guests may arrive and depart at any 
time and First Responder Appreciation will take 
place rain or shine. Members may attend for FREE.

Thursday, November 3 • 6-9 pm 
Annual Fundraiser Dinner and 
Auction
Support Penn Dixie at our annual fundraiser event! 
Donations of themed baskets, gift certificates, 
artwork, toys, and tickets to sport games are all 
welcome. Tickets are $25 pre-sale and $30 at the 
door. Register at penndixie.org/fundraiser or call 
716-627-4560.

SAVE the DATE!
Dig with the Experts 2017 will take place on 
Saturday, May 27 and Sunday, May 28. More 
information to follow.
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Penn Dixie Fall 2016 Programs UPDATED 
9/28/16

Note: Site is 
open weekends 

through October

The programs of Penn 
Dixie are supported by 
public funds from the 
County of Erie, the 
Town of Hamburg and 
Hamburg Gaming and by 
our members and friends.

HAVE  YOU 
CONSIDERED 
ADVERTISING

WITH US!
Call for more 
information!

716-627-4560

A+ Rating

4783 Southwestern Blvd.
Hamburg, New York 14075

P: 716-649-2666 • F: 716-649-0266
Email: info@evhp.net
www.evhp.net

PERSONAL PROJECTS, CORPORATE
AND SMALL BUSINESS PRINTING

Our Mission:
To protect and 

promote education 
about our natural 

resources.

OUR MAILING ADDRESS 
HAS CHANGED!

You can now reach us at:
Hamburg Natural History Society/Penn Dixie

3556 Lakeshore Road
Blasdell, NY 14219



Hamburg Natural History Society/Penn Dixie 
3556 Lakeshore Rd. 
Blasdell, NY 14219

Dig for Fossils at Penn Dixie
THE #1 FOSSIL PARK IN THE U.S.

SAVE $7.00
Use this COUPON for ONE FREE child 
admission on public collecting days.

Visit us in Hamburg, NY or penndixie.org
Limit one coupon per family. Cannot be combined or duplicated. 

Children must be accompanied. Expires 10/30/16

Penn Dixie Today

380 million
years ago


