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Director’s Note
Hello again! Another
spring has brought many
new and exciting changes
at Penn Dixie. First, I’m
very excited to welcome
our fancy new paleontologist -- Dr. Holly
Schreiber! Holly joins us following postdoctoral
studies at the University of California-Davis where
she researched everything you could ever want to
know about brachiopods. For instance, want to
learn how Mucrospirifer reproduced? Well then –
get your mind out of the benthic zone and visit
the site to find out!

On a personal note, I’d like to thank those of
you who donated to my GoFundMe fundraiser
to help South Davis Elementary School’s cleanup
eﬀorts following recent graﬃti. The school and its
PTO are very grateful for your support!

Some major news: we
have a new name and
logo! We’re now the
Penn Dixie Fossil Park
& Nature Reserve
and our new logo
features our famous
trilobite. How did
this happen? We can thank high school volunteer
Gerald “Jake” Burkett for kick starting the process
by proposing a new logo and name. Board
member Hanna Burkett researched fossil parks
from around the country to better understand
how we should identify ourselves. And, Hamburg
Chamber of Commerce member Jim Bitten used
his artistic wizardry to further develop the
logo, text, and color palette. Voila!

I expect our spring and summer to be very busy.
We’ve already got groups booked from the first
week of April through mid-August and I wouldn’t
be surprised if our entire calendar becomes filled
from mid-May to the end of the school year in
June. Credit is due to our wonderful volunteers
and staﬀ who make Penn Dixie field trips so
enjoyable for our visiting students and teachers.
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Hamburg Natural History Society welcomes
Mimie Vahue to the Board of Directors. Mimie is
a Library Media Specialist at the Summer Center
in Buﬀalo and is also an avid fossil collector. The
board also wanted me to let you know that help
is needed with planning our annual fundraiser
in November. Should you be interested, please
contact me at phil@penndixie.org.

Penn Dixie reopens on weekends beginning
Saturday April 22 with our Earth Day cleanup –
volunteers needed. We’ll scour the site for debris
and make sure that our trails are in good shape
for our guests. Looking for a part time job? We’re
on the lookout for seasonal educational staﬀ –
just drop me an email with the subject line:
Brachiopaid position.
continued on page 2
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Dig into
Membership!
BENEFITS INCLUDE:
1. Support conservation of the
Penn Dixie Site, a 54-acre
preserve in Blasdell, NY
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Director’s Note... continued

Oh, and I can’t leave without plugging this year’s
Dig with the Experts. Now at two days – May
27 and 28 – this year’s program promises to be
a great opportunity for collecting. We’re looking
forward to pulling back the weathered Windom
Shale to access the really fossiliferous Smoke Creek

2. Unlimited free admission
to the #1 fossil park in the
U.S., science lectures, and for
most special programs and
astronomy nights

Educator’s Note

3. Discount admission for
summer camps, Dig with the
Experts, and other special
programs

I am delighted to be a
part of the Penn Dixie
community! It has been
a dream of mine to
teach everyone about
fossils and paleontology,
Dr. Holly Schreiber with
and now I am able to
daughter Penny
do that on a daily basis.
I have enjoyed meeting so many members and
volunteers already and look forward to meeting
many more when the site opens at the end of
April.

4. Receive The Penn Dixie
Chronicle newsletter
5. Receive Penn Dixie eNews
updates
6. Merchandise and partner
discounts – see our website for
the latest info
7. Support the science education
eﬀorts of the Hamburg
Natural History Society, a
501(c)(3) charitable nonprofit

Membership Categories:
• Student (K-12 or College):
1-year $25 • 2-year $35

• Senior (65 & up):

1-year $25 • 2-year $35

• Individual

1-year $30 • 2-year $45

• Family (2 adults and all
household children):

1-year $45 • 2-year $70

• Grandparents (2 grandparents and 5 grandchildren):

1-year $50 • 2-year $85

• Associate (includes fossil set):
$80/year

• Corporate (includes fossil set

and guided tour for 10): $100/year

• Patron (includes fossil set and
guided tour for 10): $100/year

JOIN ONLINE AT

penndixie.org
Complete an application at the site,
or call 716-627-4560 to request a
paper application via mail.

Hello from the new
Director of Education!

As many of you know, I am new to Western
New York. I grew up in eastern Wisconsin,
on the shores of Lake Michigan. While in
college, my love for geology and paleontology
was solidified. Graduate school took me to the
University of California, Davis. I received my
PhD in Geology with a focus on invertebrate
paleontology in 2011. I study brachiopods, but
I have done a variety of research and fieldwork
including digging for dinosaurs in Cretaceous
age rocks in Montana and studying ancient
coral reefs in the Dominican Republic. After
finishing my degree, I stayed on at UC Davis
as a Lecturer and a Postdoctoral Scholar.
Teaching has been a passion of mine for the last
several years. I taught many diﬀerent types of
classes during my time at UC Davis including
Paleobiology, History of Life, and Introductory
Geology. However, recently, I decided that
the university life was not right for me, which

trilobite layer and Bayview coral bed below. How
neat is the Bayview coral bed? Fossils make up
the entire layer! Who’s down for a brachiopod
collecting contest?

Phil
brought me to Penn Dixie. On a more personal
note, I have been married for over nine years to
my wonderful husband Tom. We have a funny
and energetic four year old daughter named
Penny. We are happy to make our home here
in the greater Buﬀalo area. Tom and Penny can’t
wait to visit the site to explore and find their
own fossils! I am most excited to get out to the
site and do some hands-on teaching with our
wonderful Devonian fossils. Penn Dixie truly is
a very special place.
For any teachers or group leaders out there,
please book your fieldtrips or in-school
programs now! We already have many school
and group visits scheduled for spring and
summer. I am looking forward to building on
all the hard work and improvements Sarah made
to the educational programming over the last
two years. Remember that, in addition to our
fossil programs, we also have nature programs.
This gives students a wonderful opportunity to
compare life currently living at Penn Dixie to
the animals that lived there 380 million years
ago! I’m also happy to announce that we are
partnering with the Buﬀalo Zoo this summer to
oﬀer a new summer day camp called Paleozoo.
Campers will learn how scientists study the
natural environment in two very diﬀerent
settings. For more information on site visits,
day camps, or anything else please call me at
(716) 627-4560 or email at holly@penndixie.org.

Holly

Director of Education

Penn Dixie’s newsletter will soon include a paperless option. To help us save resources,
sign into your MemberPlanet account and select the paperless newsletter option.

Our Mission:
To protect
and promote
education about
our natural
resources.
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OUR MAILING ADDRESS
HAS CHANGED!

You can now reach us at:
Hamburg Natural History Society/Penn Dixie
3556 Lakeshore Road • Blasdell, NY 14219
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Penn Dixie Spring 2017 Calendar
Saturday, April 8 • 9 am - 5 pm
Kidabaloo 2017

Join us in the Event Center at the Erie County Fairgrounds
for two sessions of fun and games with 2,000+ kids. We’ll
have a booth and will be helping with the giant Easter egg
hunt plus other activities. Email Holly Schreiber at holly@
penndixie.org to volunteer.

Thurs., April 20 • 4:15 - 6:30 pm
Solar Viewing 101 at Buff State

In preparation for the 2017 Great American Eclipse
(buﬀaloeclipse.org) on Monday August 21, Penn Dixie
volunteers are encouraged to attend this short training
course at Buﬀalo State College. Dr. Kevin Williams from the
Whitworth Ferguson Planetarium and Mark Percy from the
Williamsville North Planetarium will lead. Participants will
learn the physics behind the eclipse, safe ways to view, and
some hands-on activities that can be used with our visitors.
Bring your viewing gear if you want to have it checked out.
Email Phil Stokes at phil@penndixie.org to register.

Saturday, April 22 • 10 am to 2 pm
Earth Day at Penn Dixie

Join our team of volunteers as we perform the annual
cleanup of Penn Dixie and prepare to reopen the site to
the public. We will also be repairing our site structures
and performing site cleanup during the day. Volunteers are
needed and admission is FREE to all who help. Contact
phil@penndixie.org or call 716-627-4560 to signup. Pizza
will be provided to all helpers.

Saturday, April 22/Sunday, April 23
Penn Dixie reopens on weekends
Saturday, April 29 • 7:30 pm
Jupiter and the Spring
Constellations

Step out to view Jupiter’s rise through the night sky against
a backdrop of the newly-arrived spring constellations.
Our telescopes will focus on Cassiopeia, Leo, and Gemini
as well as the deep space M44 Beehive Cluster. For moon
enthusiasts, a waxing crescent moon will be studied as well.
You may bring along your own telescope or are welcome
to use one of the telescopes provided for the evening.
Admission to these evening events is $4; members FREE.

Sunday, May 7 • 9 am
Spring Bird Walk

Marilyn O’Connell from Wild Birds Unlimited of Blasdell
takes you through the site in search of migrating birds.
Included with site admission and FREE for members.

Saturday, May 20 • 8 pm
Jupiter at the Meridian

View Mars and Jupiter in the moonless spring sky. Visible
constellations include the Big Dipper, Cassiopeia, Leo,
Gemini, Virgo, Draco, and Hercules. Our telescopes will
search for deep space objects such as the Beehive Cluster,
The Great Globular Cluster, and others. For hardy folk,
Saturn’s rise at 10:27 pm will put an exclamation point on
the evening. Admission is $4; members FREE.
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UPDATED
3/23/17

Friday, May 26 • 6:30 pm
Trilobite Treasures: Arthropods of
the Ancient Seas

Rockstar Paleontologist ‘PaleoJoe’ Kchodl of Midland,
Michigan is in town for a special trilobite talk on the eve
of our big dig. This program presents these fine Paleozoic
creatures in a way that tells a story of the prehistoric life in the
ancient seas. Western New York was a warm shallow tropical
sea alive with these creatures that have long been extinct. See
and hear about the life and death of the Trilobites once so
plentiful during the Cambrian period that it was called the
Age of Trilobites.
An illustrated presentation with specimens in the auditorium
of the Gateway Executive Oﬃce Building, 3556 Lake Shore
Rd. Blasdell. $5/person; members FREE. No preregistration
required.

PERSONAL PROJECTS, CORPORATE
AND SMALL BUSINESS PRINTING
4783 Southwestern Blvd.
Hamburg, New York 14075
P: 716-649-2666 • F: 716-649-0266
Email: info@evhp.net
A+ Rating

www.evhp.net

Saturday, May 27/Sunday, May 28
9 am - 4 pm
Dig with the Experts

Volunteers will lead the dig in a freshly excavated section of
the Lower Windom Shale and will demonstrate how to find
trilobites, cephalopods, fish remains, brachiopods, corals,
wood, and many of the other fossils that can be found at
Penn Dixie. Advance registration is recommended. You
Crack Me Up Food Truck will serve a full menu on Saturday
and Sunday. Tickets may be purchased at penndixie.org/
dig-with-the-experts. Alternatively, you may call the oﬃce at
716-627-4560 to register or pay by check.
Cost: Saturday $30, members $25; Sunday $20, members
$15; full weekend $40, members $30. Monday is TBD.

Saturday, June 10 • 10 am
Fossil Hunting for Beginners

New to fossil hunting? Learn the tricks of the trade from
paleontologist Dr. Holly Schreiber. Tour the site and learn
all the best spots to hunt for fossils. Dr. Schreiber will teach
you how to find, dig, and preserve all the fossil treasures you
find. No experience necessary. All ages welcome. Bring your
own tools or borrow from our limited supply. Included with
admission or FREE for members.

Monday, June 12
Penn Dixie open daily until Sept. 1st
Friday, June 16 • 5 - 9 pm
Fossil Friday!

Join us for something new and diﬀerent in 2017. One Friday
each month, Penn Dixie will stay open late for after-hours
fossil collecting. Admission is $5, members FREE.

Saturday, June 17 • 8:30 pm
Jupiter, Saturn, and the Summer
Constellations on the Rise

The night sky brightens just a few days before solstice with
the arrival of the Summer Triangle featuring the stars Vega,
Deneb, and Altair. Lyra, Cygnus, Aquilla and most of
the spring constellations will be visible, as will The Great
Globular Cluster, M27 Ring Nebula, M81 spiral galaxy
in Ursa Major (Big Dipper). But, the planets are sure to
steal the show as Mars, Jupiter, and Saturn will be shining
brightly in the heavens. Admission is $4; members FREE.
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Penn Dixie
Summer Camp
REGISTER TODAY!
penndixie.org/summercamps
Four different themes
for ages 8-13.

The programs of Penn Dixie are
supported by public funds from
the County of Erie, the Town of
Hamburg and Hamburg Gaming
and by our members and friends.

Hamburg Natural History Society/Penn Dixie
3556 Lakeshore Rd.
Blasdell, NY 14219

Dig for Fossils at Penn Dixie

Penn Dixie Today

The #1 Fossil Park in the U.S.

SAVE $7.00
Use this COUPON for ONE FREE child
admission on public collecting days.

380 million
years ago

Visit us in Hamburg, NY or penndixie.org
Limit one coupon per family. Cannot be combined or duplicated.
Children must be accompanied. Expires 10/29/17

Constellation: Coma Berenices “Berenice’s Hair”
by Rich Switzer

Myth: Berenice was the wife of Ptolemy III of Egypt
whose sister was killed by the Assyrians. Ptolemy waged
war against the Assyrians and was successful. On his
return from battle, Berenice had her beautiful tresses
clipped to be given to Aphrodite. The hair was laid out
on the temple’s altar to be sacrificed that evening.
But someone discovered that the queen’s hair was
missing and the priest would be sacrificed instead if
Berenice’s hair was not found. It was the astronomer
Conoin of Samos who came to the rescue proclaiming
that Aphrodite had already accepted Berenice’s hair
which now shown brightly in the heavens next to the
constellation Leo.
What to View: Berenice’s Hair should be observed with
binoculars on a clear moonless night. Between 20 and 30
stars can be seen, suggesting the share of a head of flowing
hair. This cluster was once known as the tuft of hair and
the end of Leo’s tail and is about 270 light years away –
and one of the closest clusters to our solar system.

The night sky looking South around 8:30 pm in mid-May.

Also, the Bee Hive (M44) in Cancer the Crab is one of
the largest clusters at 520-590 light years away and has over 300 stars. Over 100 of these stars are brighter than our sun. The almost full moon
will rise around 11 pm giving us a good two hours of viewing without any moonlight – we hope to see you there!

