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Director’s Note
Greetings on the eve of
another Penn Dixie season!
Spring has finally arrived in
Buffalo, though memories
of snow are still fresh; as
of writing, we ranked #4
among U.S. cities this winter with 94.3 inches of
snow. A quick look out my window reveals stacked
blocks of ice along the Lake Erie shore. And in
parking lots, scattered here and there, you can still
find piles of mud-snow plowed into oblivion from
early winter. Could we sample this dirty ice for
evidence of an earlier climate? Who would want to?
I digress. With multiple blizzard warnings, this
year’s cabin fever was especially potent. The good
news is that Penn Dixie never really experiences
an offseason. Sure, our fossils were buried under
sheets of firn -- granular ice -- and the sounds of
nature were muffled by snow. But, we stayed quite
busy with all sorts of new projects as we continue
to build our organization and plan for a permanent
educational facility.
In January, our board of directors held a lengthy
meeting to develop plans for 2019 and beyond.
Among many objectives, we’re bolstering our
annual fundraiser, improving how we manage
revenues and expenses given our larger size, revising
our strategic plan, and reorganizing our staff to
meet the growing demand for our programs. We
also redesigned our website, added new programs,
and unveiled an online ticketing system for general
admission visitors. More great announcements
are pending, including a new partnership with
the American Museum of Natural History
that you’ll hear about soon.

On the programming front, Dr. Holly has cooked
up new summer workshops to go along with our
camps in July and August. I believe that these
two and three day sessions will complement our
weeklong camps quite nicely. And, we’re happy to
partner again with Reinstein Woods, Evangola State
Park, and Past & Present.
Before we get to summer, however, there’s still lots
to do. Penn Dixie reopens on weekends April 27 -rain, snow, or shine -- and will be open daily
beginning June 17. On the few days with nice
weather, we’ve been painting, cleaning, and getting
our park ready for our guests to visit. New this year,
we’ll loan complimentary Fiskars garden trowels to
all guests courtesy of the Hanna Family.
For the 15th year, Dan Cooper and a growing
team of paleontology experts will once again
grace Penn Dixie for Dig With The Experts on
May 18 and 19. We are honored and elated to
announce that Saturday’s dig is nearly sold out as
of writing, and Sunday’s dig is not far behind. We
also welcome back ‘Paleo’ Joe Kchodl -- as both an
expert and guest speaker. Paleo Joe will be sharing
stories of his Fossil Adventures on May 17 in the
Gateway Building Auditorium. As usual, Zoladz
Construction is helping us out with dig equipment
to do the heavy lifting.
The same weekend in May, I’m thrilled to announce
that Penn Dixie will host The Indeterminacy Festival,
a small but unique arts installation featuring local
visual and performance arts. I’ve included some
notes from the organizers in another section.
It’s going to be another busy spring -- I hope to see
you at one of our programs!
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Dig into
Membership!
BENEFITS INCLUDE:
1.	Support conservation of the
Penn Dixie Site, a 54-acre
preserve in Blasdell, NY
2.	Unlimited free admission
to the #1 fossil park in the
U.S., science lectures, and for
most special programs and
astronomy nights
3.	Discount admission for
summer camps, Dig with the
Experts, and other special
programs
4.	Receive The Penn Dixie
Chronicle newsletter
5.	Receive Penn Dixie eNews
updates
6.	Merchandise and partner
discounts – see our website for
the latest info
7.	Support the science education
efforts of the Hamburg
Natural History Society, a
501(c)(3) charitable nonprofit

S p r i n g 2 019

Educator’s Note
Happy Spring!! I am so
ready to get out to the
site and get my hands
on some fossils! We are
busy getting ready for
our April 27th opening.
We have some exciting
changes at the site this
year and several exciting
off-site
opportunities.
Stay tuned for details. Field trip season is around
the corner and soon hundreds of students will be
learning about our Devonian fossils.
Penn Dixie has really grown over the last three
years. This year we will have twelve returning
educators and three new educators on site. As
we prepare for the season, Dr. Phil and I often
comment how lucky we are that Penn Dixie has
such an awesome group of educators. This year,
for the first time, we will also have an Americorp
Builds Lives through Education (ABLE) member
working at Penn Dixie. We look forward to a busy
season!

Thank you to all Penn Dixie volunteers that have
helped with projects and events during our offseason. Just today, volunteers helped Penn Dixie
staff prepare materials for our group visitors. It’s
not glamorous work, but it makes the visitor
experience so much better. We couldn’t do all
that we do without help from our dedicated
volunteers. If you are interested in volunteering
for Penn Dixie, our volunteer orientation will be
held on May 4, 9am-11am. Please contact me at
holly@penndixie.org if you have any questions.
To all the teachers and group leaders, Penn Dixie
can bring our Earth’s history right to your school
with our Traveling Fossils Programs! With both
our field trips and classroom programs, your
students will have a better understanding of what
Earth was like 380 million years ago, along with
their very own fossils to take home with them.
For more information on site visits, to book your
group visits, or anything else please call me at
(716) 627-4560 or email at holly@penndixie.org.

Holly

Director of Education

Membership Categories:
• Student (K-12 or College):
1-year $25 • 2-year $35

• Senior (65 & up):

1-year $25 • 2-year $35

• Individual

1-year $30 • 2-year $45

• Family (2 adults and all
household children):

1-year $45 • 2-year $70

• Grandparents (2 grandparents and 5 grandchildren):

1-year $50 • 2-year $85

• Associate (includes fossil set):

The Indeterminacy Festival

• Corporate (includes fossil set

The Indeterminacy Festival will go into its third
year, focusing on the historical, present, and future
communication with the universe, exploring
various eras of geologic time and ways in which
gravitational and electromagnetic waves serve as
communicators between the past, present, and
future. Hosted at venues throughout Buffalo
during the week of May 13th-18th including Penn
Dixie Fossil Park and Nature Preserve where the
finale performances will be staged. Throughout
the week, visitors will be invited to consider our

$80/year

and guided tour for 10): $100/year

• Patron (includes fossil set and
guided tour for 10): $100/year

JOIN ONLINE AT

penndixie.org
Complete an application at the site,
or call 716-627-4560 to request a
paper application via mail.
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May 13-18, 2019
www.indeterminacyfestival.com

relationship to the universe or stay grounded
and see how people on earth are re-envisioning
the world around us. The festival is constructed
out of yearlong collaborations with geologists,
physicists, choreographers, dancers, musicians, and
community organizations collaborating around
this year’s theme.
We look forward to seeing you,
Stanzi Vaubel, Director and Co-Producer
Sarah JM Kolberg, Co-Producer

Penn Dixie Chronicle

Spring 2019 Calendar
Saturday, April 20, 10 am to 2 pm

Earth Day at Penn Dixie

Join our team of volunteers as we perform the annual
cleanup of Penn Dixie and prepare to reopen to the
public. No registration needed. FREE admission
and pizza for all of our helpers!

Saturday, April 27

Penn Dixie reopens to the public
Saturdays, 9 am to 5 pm and Sundays, 10 am to 5 pm

Saturday, April 27, 7:45 pm

April Stargazing

Saturday, May 4, 9 am to 11 am

Penn Dixie Volunteer Orientation
Penn Dixie would not exist without our volunteers!
To keep growing, we’re always on the lookout for
help with programming, school visits, community
engagement, site maintenance, and administration.
No experience necessary. We will provide all the
training needed! Learn about Penn Dixie from
our staff and experienced volunteers and receive
the tools that you will need to make a difference.
Refreshments included.
In the auditorium of the Gateway Executive Office
Building, 3556 Lake Shore Rd. Blasdell, NY.
Contact Dr. Holly Schreiber at holly@penndixie.
org to register.

Monday, May 6, 10 am to 1 pm

Homeschool Day at Penn Dixie
Learn about the geological history of Western
New York at Penn Dixie. This special tour for
homeschoolers includes a complete educational tour
of Penn Dixie led by our trained educators. Students
can take home all the fossils they find! Admission is
$5 per student. Students must be accompanied by an
adult. No experience necessary. Program is for grades
1-12. Pre-registration is required. To register email
Holly at holly@penndixie.org. Register by April 29
and receive $1 off admission. Rain date: May 8.

Friday, May 17, 6:30 pm

The Fossil Adventures
of PaleoJoe
By Joe ‘PaleoJoe’ Kchodl, Paleontologist,
from Midland, MI

S p r i n g 2 019

UPDATED
4/17/19

Saturday, May 18 and
Sunday, May 19, 9 am to 4 pm

Dig with the Experts

Join us for our signature event — Dig with the
Experts! This is our very popular, once yearly
opportunity to unearth the best, most complete, and
most unexpected fossils at Penn Dixie. We’ll have
equipment do the heavy lifting and scientific experts
on site to help with locating and identifying the best
fossils. You’ll have to do your share of splitting and
digging, of course, but you’re guaranteed to find
something cool and interesting.
Tickets limited. For full info, visit https://penndixie.
org/dig-with-the-experts

Saturday, May 25, 8:15 pm

May Stargazing

Monday, May 27 (Memorial Day)
9 am to 3 pm

Penn Dixie open for Memorial Day
Holiday!
Come and dig for fossils!

Saturday, June 15, 10 am to 12 pm

Fossil Hunting for Beginners

New to fossil hunting? Learn the tricks of the
trade from paleontologist Dr. Holly Schreiber.
Tour the site and learn all the best spots to hunt
for fossils. Dr. Schreiber will teach you how to find,
dig, and preserve all the fossil treasures you find.
No experience necessary. All ages welcome. Bring
your own tools or borrow from our limited supply.
Included with admission or FREE for members.

Monday, June 17

Penn Dixie open seven days/week
until September 6

PERSONAL PROJECTS, CORPORATE
AND SMALL BUSINESS PRINTING
4783 Southwestern Blvd.
Hamburg, New York 14075
P: 716-649-2666 • F: 716-649-0266
Email: info@evhp.net
A+ Rating

www.evhp.net

Our hours will be Monday to Saturday, 9 am to 5
pm and Sunday 10 am to 5 pm.

Saturday, June 29, 10 am to 12 pm

Fossil Hunting for Beginners
Saturday, June 29, 8:30 pm

June Stargazing

An illustrated presentation with specimens in
the auditorium of the Gateway Executive Office
Building, 3556 Lake Shore Rd. Blasdell, NY.
Admission $4, FREE to Penn Dixie members and
their guests, or FREE to registered Dig w/ Experts
guests. No registration needed.

The programs of Penn Dixie are
supported by public funds from
the County of Erie, the Town of
Hamburg and Hamburg Gaming
and by our members and friends.
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Pictured Above:
Penn Dixie thanks the Town of Hamburg Highway Department
for installing new traffic signage along our entrance! With our
growing attendance, several neighbors had expressed concerns
about the increase in traffic along their residential roadways.
We passed these messages along to the town last summer. After
cutting through some bureaucratic tape, Supervisor Jim Shaw
and Buildings and Grounds head Mike Bennett facilitated the
installation of the new signs this spring.
Pictured Left:
We’re pleased that single use plastic bags will no longer be
distributed by retailers in New York State as of March 2020.
One of the biggest concerns with these bags is that they end
up everywhere, including our wetlands, waterways, and trees.
Plastic waste threatens both nature and aesthetics at Penn
Dixie. We will continue to encourage the use of reusable bags,
paper straws, and other materials which are biodegradable and
safer for our environment.

Our
2019
Season
Pa g e 4

Open weekends beginning April 27
Open daily beginning June 17
Weekends only beginning Sept. 7
Final day of season October 20

